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SUBJECT: OPPOSITION TO PAPANDREOU INCREASES WITHIN 
PASOK 

REF: ATHENS 4420 

1. IN WAKE OF DISSOLUTION OF PASOK'S CENTRAL 
COMMITTEE (REFTEL), PASOK LEADER ANDREAS PAPANDREOU 
DECLARED HE WOULD GO TO THE "GRASS ROOTS" TO RESOLVE 
THE INTERNAL LEADERSHIP CRISIS AND REVITALIZE THE 
MOVEMENT. THE CRISIS FURTHER HEIGHTENED ON JULY 1 
WHEN THE FULL LIST OF 48 PERSONS EXPELLED FROM PASOK 
BY PAPANDREOU WAS PUBLISHED. (THE LIST INCLUDED SUCH 
PERSONS AS LADY FLEMING AND ACTRESS MELINA MECOURI.) 

THE JUSTIFICATION FOR MANY OF THE EXPULSIONS WAS THAT 
THE INDIVIDUAL CONCERNED HAD VOICED HIS OR HER CRITICISMS 
IN PUBLIC. 

2. THE FIRST STOP ON PAPANDREOU'S GRASS ROOTS TOUR WAS 
LARISSA WHERE HE SPOKE ON JULY 5 AND 6. WHILE PAPANDREOU 
HAD INDICATED THAT THE CHIEF PURPOSE FOR HIS TRIP TO 

THE PROVINCES WAS "ORGANIZATIONAL", NEVERTHELESS HIS 
LARISSA SPEECHES WERE HIGHLY CHARGED POLITICALLY. THE 
FIRST SPEECH WAS AN ACROSS THE BOARD ATTACK ON THE 
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FINANCIAL, AND AGRICULTURAL POLICIES. PAPANDREOU 

REITERATED HIS CRITICISMS AGAINST THE NEW CONSTITUTION 

AND HIS EARLIER CALL FOR A STRUGGLE FOR A CONSTITUTIONAL 

ASSEMBLY TO REWRITE IT. HE BLASTED THE GOVT 

FOR ITS FAILURE TO PUSH DEJUNTIZATION 

FURTHER AND ENDED UP WITH A BLAST AGAINST GREEK 

FOREIGN POLICY. 

3. PAPANDREOU'S SECOND SPEECH WAS AN ATTACK ON ALL THE 
OTHER GREEK POLITICAL PARTIES. HIS PROBABLE AIM WAS 

TO TRY AND PORTRAY HIS PASOK MOVEMENT AS UNIQUE OR 
"DIFFERENT ", THUS REPRESENTING A CLEAR ALTERNATIVE TO 
THE NATION’S VOTERS. IN THE COURSE OF HIS ATTACKS, HE 
LEVIED A SPECIAL BLAST AT THE GREEK COMMUNIST PARTY (KKE) 
OF THE INTERIOR, WHICH HE CHARGED IS REALLY INTERESTED 
ONLY IN "A CERTIFICATION THAT IT IS A DECENT LEFTIST 
PARTY". 

4. PAPANDREOU THEN TURNED HIS ATTENTION TO THE 
EXTERNAL BRANCH OF KKE, WHICH HE DECLARED HAS NO 
MISSION SINCE IT ACCEPTS THE THESIS THAT THE SOVIET 
UNION AND THE US HAVE AGREED THAT GREECE BELONGS 
TO THE WEST. FINALLY PAPANDREOU REMARKED THAT HE 
PERCEIVES LITTLE OR NO DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE CENTER UNION 
NEW FORCES (CU/NF) AND THE NEW DEMOCRACY (ND) 

PARTIES. IN THIS CONNECTION HE ASSERTED THAT THE 
CU/NF POSSESSES NO IDEOLOGY OR POLITICAL BELIEF AND 
THAT TOGETHER WITH THE ND IT CONSTITUTES THE TOOLS 
BY WHICH FOREIGNERS RUN THE COUNTRY. 

5. WHILE THERE HAS BEEN NO REACTION TO DATE FROM 
EITHER CU/NF OR ND SOURCES TO THE PAPANDREOU BLAST, 

THE KKE-INTERIOR HAS ISSUED REBUTTALS BOTH FROM ITS 
PRESS OFFICE AND FROM ITS PARTY HEADQUARTERS. IN 
ESSENCE, THE REBUTTALS STATE THAT PAPANDREOU OPPOSES 
UNITY BOTH OF THE LEFTIST AND OF THE ANTI-DICTATORIAL/ 
DEMOCRATIC FORCES. IT FURTHER ASSERTED THAT PAPANDREOU, 
IN AN ATTEMPT TO OVERCOME HIS OWN INTERNAL PASOK CRISIS, 
HAS LAUNCHED DIVERSIONARY ATTACKS AGAINST 

ALL OTHER POLITICAL GROUPS. 
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6. PAPANDREOU WAS ALSO ATTACKED FROM WITHIN HIS 
OWN PARTY ON JUL 7 WHEN MORE THAN 1,000 PASOK 
ADHERENTS GATHERED IN ATHENS AT A MEETING CALLED 
BY A GROUP OF THOSE EXPELLED FROM THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE 
TO OPENLY EXPRESS THEIR OPPOSITION TO THIS CONDUCT OF 
PARTY AFFAIRS. A RESOLUTION WAS PASSED STATING THAT 
THE PASOK CRISIS WAS NOT AT THE SUMMIT OF THE PARTY 
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BUT RATHER ENCOMPASSES THE ENTIRE PASOK MOVEMENT. 

THE CAUSE OF THE CRISIS WAS PAPANDREOU'S ATTEMPT TO 
TRANSFORM A MOVEMENT OF SOCIALIST PRINCIPLES 
INTO AN "INDIVIDUALLY LED" POLITICAL PARTY. THE 
STATEMENT WENT ON TO DENOUNCE PAPANDREOU'S DISSOLUTION 
OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE, "ADMINISTRATIVE TERROR". 

AND THE "MUD SLINGING" TACTICS USED AGAINST HIS 
OPPONENTS. IT CONCLUDED BY INVITING ALL THOSE 
PREPARED TO CONDUCT THE STRUGGLE FOR A SUCCESSFUL 
SOCIALIST MOVEMENT TO DENOUNCE PAPANDREOU'S 
LEADERSHIP. 

KUBISCH 
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